
Quick quiz: oral language techniques TEACHER COPY 
Match up the language terms on the left with the correct example from the list on the right.  

 

rhetorical question  ......................................  Who hasn’t dreamed of a lotto win? 

   

personal pronouns  ......................................  We all want the best for our children.  

   

simile  ......................................  
The evening was as balmy as the 
tropics. 

   

alliteration  ......................................  
The crazy cat clawed at the cupboard 
door 

   

sibilance  ......................................  
A low hiss whistled through the 
whispering trees. 

   

repetition  ......................................  
Water, water, everywhere but not a 
drop to drink. 

   

metaphor  ......................................  His lips were dripping with sarcasm. 

   

analogy  ......................................  
Life is like a box of chocolates; you 
never know what you’re going to get. 

   

anecdote  ......................................  This one time, at band camp… 

   

triad  ......................................  
Government of the people, for the 
people, by the people 

   

pun  ......................................  Give cold feet the boot this winter  

   

emotive language  ......................................  
The crops were decimated and the 
farmhouse razed to the ground. 

   

allusion  ......................................  
He’s carrying the weight of the world 
on his shoulders. 

   

imperative statement  ......................................  Do your homework now! 

   

antithesis  ......................................  
He knew everything about literature 
except how to enjoy it.  

   

listing  ......................................  
I have a sore toe, a bruised thumb 
and an aching back. 
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